
VERTEX STOCK CAR CUP KICKS OFF WITH THE EVP 150 
 

 
 

The 99 lap, 150 mile EVP 150, the first round of the Vertex Stock Car Cup saw thirty drivers line up on 
the legendary Homestead Miami Speedway, but it was Vertex Sport’s driver Alex Sedgwick who took 

the victory. 
 

The driver line-up included drivers from the USA, Luxembourg, Belgium, France, Ireland, Ukraine and 
the UK. “Pro” drivers and amateur drivers made up the field and one driver - Alastair Topley - only 

signed up for the race hours before the start and would go on to finish a creditable 9th with no 
pre-race practice. 

  
The grid was made up of a range of Xfinity stock cars sporting the badges of the sport’s legendary 
brands of Ford, Chevrolet and Toyota. It would be the Ford Mustang of Alex Sedgwick which would 
take the first win closely followed by a Chevrolet Camaro driven by British karting star Connor Mills 

and French driver Guillaume Hesnault in a second Camaro. 
 

The race kicked off with a two-lap qualifying session where each driver took to the track on their own 
to set a time to see if they could secure the pole position for the race. At the end of the session, the 
top ten grid positions were covered by just two-tenths of a second, with Pole position and the extra 

series point going to American driver Aaron Smith with a time of 33.135 seconds. 
 

The race kicked off with the normal rolling start with the cars lined up side by side and, as they raced 
away from the green flag, Smith led the field in to turn 1 with Sedgwick closely behind him. As the field 

raced into turn 2 Smith, running on the low line got sideways and, as he recovered the car, both 
Sedgwick and Lewis Corton passed him, pushing him down into the following pack. Fourth place 

starter Ben Creanor moved into third place as the field was led by Sedgwick. 
 

Several fast laps saw Creanor move into second place and then his strategy of pushing hard from the 
start saw him take the lead from Sedgwick, which he then held as the cars crossed the line on lap 16. 
As a result of pushing harder at the start of the race, Creanor’s tyres started to go off and, on lap 22, 



Sedgwick caught him and passed him to take the lead of the race. With no cautions, the race was 
being run at a very fast pace but, on lap 23, Ant Whorton-Eales lost the car and spun causing him to 

drop back to 23rd place. Shortly after this incident on lap 25, the first caution came out when Alex 
Wheeler and Peter Phillipson made contact. 

 
With the field under caution, several drivers including the race leader took the opportunity to pit for 
fuel and tyres. The race off pit lane was won by race leader Sedgwick, closely followed by Creanor. 
They rejoined the track behind Wheeler who decided to stay out and not pit but, after a further lap 

under the caution, Wheeler hit pit lane and handed the race lead back to Sedgwick. 
 

James Harvey, who was having a strong drive through the field, got a pit lane speeding penalty which 
put him back into the middle of the pack where he is involved in a multi-car incident resulting in him 

pitting to repair the damage. 
 

Daniel Rowbottom was given the wave around to put him back on the lead lap and Sedgwick brought 
the field backside by side for the restart on lap 29. A strong restart from Sedgwick saw him retain the 
race lead with Creanor in second and Mills in third. With less than two laps completed, the second 

caution came out due to a multi-car pile-up. As the car circulated under the caution, Mollitt was caught 
out and spun his car, hitting the unfortunate Rowbottom and triggering further incidents at the back of 

the field. 
Phillipson benefitted this time from the wave around and the race restarted on lap 35 with a single file 

restart due to the previous caution. At the restart, the top three held station but on Lap 38 Creanor 
caught and passed Sedgwick to take the race lead. 

 
Lap 43 saw Mills close the gap on second-placed Sedgwick as Creanor extended his lead. Working 
together, Sedgwick and Mills closed the gap on Creanor and, on lap 44, Sedgwick took the lead with 
Creanor now coming under attack from Mills. As Sedgwick extended his lead, Creanor was attacked 
by Topley and Corton, both battling for 3rd place. Topley maintained 4th and, further down the field, 
recovering Whorton-Eales moved up into the top ten. Scott Jeffs battled with Mark Murphy for 8th 

place. 
 

On lap 55, Whorton-Eales moved into 8th place as, at the front, Mills passed Creanor to take 2nd 
place as Creanor, pushing too hard, hit the wall. Dropping back to third, Creanor joined a six-car battle 

for the final podium position, which quickly developed into an eight-car battle as the laps tick off. 
 

With a clear track after passing Creanor, Mills lapped four-tenths quicker than race leader Sedgwick 
to close the gap which was just over two seconds. On lap 65, Yves Lederle pitted, Creanor slipped 

back down the field and is nearly collected by the charging Whorton-Eales as his car gets away from 
him and he moves down to 6th place. With his tyres dropping off at the end of his tyre run, Creanor 

headed for the pits but approached too fast and crashed into the pit wall as the 67th lap. 
 

Good tyre management helped Corton catch 2nd placed Mills and then start to close the gap to race 
leader Sedgwick, which was now down to 1.5 seconds. Hard-charging Whorton-Eales moved up into 

4th place as Creanor left the pits after repairs, one lap down. 
 

Lap 70, Jonathan Rex and Wheeler make contact but, with both cars clear of the other cars, no 
caution is triggered. Lap 73, however, brought out the third caution and the lead cars headed for the 

pits, headed by race leader Sedgwick. 
 

The race off pit lane saw Sedgwick lead Corton and Mills in the podium positions as the race moved 
into the final third. 



 
Lap 77, the front of the field remains the same as Sedgwick took the field to the restart. A good start 
by Sedgwick saw him build a small lead as the field behind him went three-wide for the final podium 

position behind Mills. 
 

Immediately, Mills set the timing screens alive with a purple first sector, then, on lap 81 he set the 
races fastest lap to earn one extra series point. Another fastest lap saw him close the gap on race 
leader Sedgwick who responded with a lap two-hundredth slower. The two drivers traded lap times 

until, on lap 85, the caution came out as a car hit the wall. With the cars under caution, Mills closed on 
Sedgwick, who pulled a dummy as the cars approached the pit entrance and, at the last minute turned 

away and remained out on the track. 
 

Several cars pitted for tyres but, with just 14 laps to go, the leaders stayed out. With cars pitting, 
previous front-runner Creanor moved up to 15th place overall. 

 
Lap 88, the pace car lights went out and the field lined up for the restart led by Sedgwick, followed by 

Mills. The restart had only just been completed when Whorton-Eales spun up his rear tyres, losing 
control and hitting the wall. In the incident, which followed, Creanor was also collected and both 

drivers dropped down the order, with Whorton-Eales having to retire. 
 

With just nine laps left, Sedgwick lead the cars around under the pace car. 
 

After 90 laps, there were thirteen cars all on the lead lap and, as darkness fell over Miami, the race 
finished under the customary speedway floodlights. 

 
Lap 94, the pace car lights went out and Sedgwick lead the cars to the restart. As the race restarted, 
he blocked second place Mills, killing his attack and allowing 3rd place Bryan Crauwels to take 2nd 

place. 
The race to the flag suddenly was stopped on lap 96 as the final caution came out due to Rowbottom 

hitting the wall after being collected by Neal Ives. 
 

With just three laps left, the race moved into overtime with a green-white-checker to finish it. Sedgwick 
led second-place Crauwels and Mills lined up in the final podium position. 

 
Lap 100 saw the pace car lights go out and Sedgwick brought the field to the final sprint to the finish. 
A great start for Sedgwick saw him retain the lead as the cars behind him go three-wide. As the white 

flag was waved with one lap to go, Sedgwick lead by four-tenths with Mills in second place and 
Hesnault passing Crauwels for third place. As the leaders crossed the finish line, the cars battling 

behind come together and several cars hit the wall, but the race is called. 
 

At the checkered flag, a total of twenty-six cars finished the race, ended what had been a very 
impressive first race and what will go down as a classic inaugural EVP 150. 

 


