
ALEX SEDGWICK WINS THRILLING DAYTONA 150 
 

 
The third round of the Vertex Stock Car Cup was contested at the World Centre of Motorsport, the 
Daytona International Speedway.  The fastest circuit the drivers will test their skills against, and it 
created an exciting and thrilling race, which went into overtime before the final winner was declared. 
 
With top speeds of over 190 mph, it tested all the drivers and, in typical Daytona fashion, several 
drivers succumbed to the close racing and high speeds, resulting in seven caution periods.  
 
Two drivers entered the race tying on points, Vertex Sports’ Alex Sedgwick and Mills Motorsports’ 
Connor Mills and it would be these two drivers who would stamp their mark on the race in very 
different ways. 
 
The race started with the standard single lap qualifying and, at the end of the five-minute session, it 
was No. 52 Neal Ives driving the Ram Racing Toyota Camry who was the car in front.  In Second 
place, was No. 9 Alex Sedgwick driving the Vertex Sport Ford Mustang.  A technical issue would 
relegate Connor Mills, joint series leader, down to 37th place. 
 
Thirty-nine cars lined up for the rolling start, led away by Ives but the lead did not last for long, when 
the first caution came out after just seven laps, it was Billy Fletcher who was leading.  Fletcher held 
the lead through a second caution until, on lap 18, the lead was taken over by Sedgwick who held the 
lead until lap 30 when it was taken over by Aaron Cooke driving the Rogue Motorsport Chevrolet 
Camaro.  
 
From his 37th place start, Connor Mills had already worked his way through the field to join the 
front-running cars as the race was interrupted by another caution.  With 36 laps completed, the front 
running cars pitted for fuel and tyres and, as they exited the pit lane, Fletcher, Cooke, Sedgwick and 
Mills rejoined the race just outside the top ten. 
 
The race restarted on lap 41 as the sun started to fall over Daytona and the floodlights came on. The 
race now had a new leader, Liam Silkstone driving the Xite iRacing Toyota Camry, followed by 
Alastair Topley and Guillaume Hesnault.  Contact in the leading pack of cars saw another caution fall 
on lap 43 and another new leader, Topley, with pole-sitter Ives moving back up to third place. 
 
With thirteen laps to go the race restarted and, straight away, two lines of cars pushed for the race 
lead.  The front pack quickly became twenty cars and the pack circulated inches from each other with 
the two lines of cars swapping positions until, on lap 54, Sedgwick hit the front passing Hesnault, to 
retake the lead, just before another caution was thrown. 
 
With just two laps to go, Sedgwick led the pack away with, directly behind him, Mills who had made up 
35 places and the two started a battle, which would go all the way to the flag. Running bumper to 
bumper, the pair pulled a small gap but the battle was interrupted as several cars running in the 
mid-pack made contact, resulting in Jamie Going driving the Jam Sport Ford Mustang, spinning down 
the track on his roof. 
 
With the originally planned laps exceeded under the caution, the race moved into overtime and a 
green-white-checkered finish.  If the white flag is reached without a caution, the race continues to the 
flag regardless of any crashes in the field. 
 



The two series leaders would now give everything they had to be the first across the line and take the 
checkered flag.  Sedgwick led the field around for the restart and decided to go for the lower line and 
Mills, for the high line for the restart. 
 
Sedgwick got a good restart and Mills slotted in behind, directly on his bumper.  The rest of the lead 
pack chased them down and all the cars were together as they took the white flag.  With all cars 
pushing for the lead, it was Sedgwick who absorbed the pressure and, as he exited the final turn, won 
the sprint for the line from Mills by just 0.041 seconds, taking his second series win and becoming the 
first driver to pick up two wins. 
 
Behind Mills, Hesnault won the battle for the final podium position, followed by Mark Murphy, Lewis 
Corton and Jonathan Hill in sixth.  Aaron Cooke, Bryan Crauwels, Gil Linster and Aaron Smith 
completed the top-ten. 
 
Mills Motorsport’s Connor Mills gained the most spots by coming from thirty-seventh to second in the 
Camaro. 
 
The series now moves back to Europe to the famous Belgian circuit at Zolder on Wednesday, May 6th.  
 
The event will be streamed live from 19:45 BST on Youtube, Facebook and Twitch. 
 


